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offensive was due to the simultaneous outburst of civil war
in Castile, which resulted in the birth of a new kingdom,
Portugal. The kingdom of Aragon, indeed, made some
advance, and was strengthened by its union with Catalonia,
but it was as much concerned with winning profit for itself
from the civil strife in Castile as with the prospect of gaining
territory from the Moslems,
So Christian disunion ruined the opportunity, which Moslem
disunion had presented, of conquering the whole peninsula
and dominating the narrow sea so as to cut the link which
bound Moslem Africa with Moslem Spain. In ££$$ the
Almohades, victorious in Morocco, advanced in theirwturn into
Spain. Once more the kingdoms of the taifas were subjected
and a single power ruled southern Spain and Morocco. The
Almohades, however, did not pursue a vigorous offensive
against the Christians. They, like their predecessors, were
more concerned with dominating their fellow-Moslems, and
they extended their empire in North Africa eastward as far
as Tunis and Tripoli. But during the second half of the
century the Christians in Spain were forced on to the defen-
sive ; for a long time, still distracted by their own dissensions,
they were content, apart from isolated exploits which brought
little permanent gain, to keep their frontiers intact. It was
only a severe defeat at the end of the century that aroused
them to the need for unity and a resumption of a determined
offensive.
The conflict of Christianity and Islam in the West was The kings
not entirely confined to Spain, for they came into contact
at one other point, where again the contiguity of North Africa
with Europe brought them closely together. But here the
positions were entirely reversed. The Norman conquerors
of Sicily invaded the adjacent shores of North Africa in the
twelfth century. Commerce was one motive, Norman lust
for territory was another; it was definitely not a religious
war. Roger II was defeated in his attack on Mahdiyah in
1123, but thanks to his great admiral, George of Antioch, he
was able to retrieve this disaster, and at the time of his death
the whole coast-line from Tripoli to Bona, as well as some
portions of the interior, was held by his garrisons. Already,
however, the Almohades, successful in Morocco, had begun
to push eastwards; they won over their co-religionists to

